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SUMMARY 

Councils across England are receiving a share £56m of ERDF funding to support the return to 

high streets safely and help build back better from the pandemic. This funding is known as the 

“Welcome Back Fund” (the fund) and it builds on the £50m Reopening High Street Safely Fund 

(RHSSF) allocated to councils in 2020 and forms part of wider support government is providing 

to communities and businesses. 

The fund will allow local authorities in England to put in place additional measures to create and 

promote a safe environment for local trade and tourism, particularly in high streets as their 

economies reopen. The fund supports plans to respond to the significant impacts of Covid19 on 

local economies.  

Boston Borough Council’s plans for the fund allocation of £62,811 were submitted to MHCLG 

(Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government) on 28 May following consultation 

with Councillors through a Reserved Member Evening and with a range of stakeholders. On 21 

June we received confirmation that MHCLG’s Welcome Back project team had reviewed our 

proposals and considered them eligible (Appendix C). We can now deliver the interventions set 

out in Appendix A: Welcome Back Fund activity.  

This report requests approval to delegate authority to spend the fund allocation in line with the 

proposed activities to the Assistant Director of Economic Growth, in consultation with the 

Portfolio Holder - Economic Development and Planning. 

  



 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

To agree the Welcome Back Fund activity, as outlined in Appendix A and agreed as eligible by 

MHCLG. 

Delegate authority to spend the funding of £62,811, in accordance with the proposed activities 

to the Assistant Director of Economic Growth, Lydia Rusling in consultation with the Portfolio 

Holder - Economic Development and Planning. 

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

To access £62,811 of Welcome Back funding to benefit Boston. 

To ensure the draw down of £62,811 is within the scope of the proposals submitted and in 

accordance with priorities identified to aid economic recovery across the Borough according to 

priority and need. 

The approved activities, which formed Boston’s proposal for the Welcome Back Fund, was 

submitted following consultation with Councillors on 10 May at a Reserved Member Evening. 

Consultation also was undertaken with local businesses, community groups and those who have 

expressed an interest in working collaboratively for the benefit of Boston’s communities and 

businesses, including: Visit Lincolnshire, Visit Lincoln, Active Lincolnshire, Boston College, Port of 

Boston, Transported Art Community Group. 

 

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

To do nothing would result in the funding not benefiting Boston’s communities and businesses.  

The reputation of Boston Borough Council not delivering the proposals as submitted would be 

detrimental to our relationship with the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 

Government. 

Any delay to the financial profile and timeline indicated in our proposal would have a negative 

imact on the effectiveness of the projects and may impact on the draw down of the fund 

allocation to Boston Borough Council. 

 

REPORT 

As part of the governments Welcome Back fund, Boston Borough Council has been awarded 

£62,811 to help support the return to high streets safely and help build back better from the 

pandemic. The funding builds on the RHSS fund allocated to councils in 2020 and forms part of 

wider support government is providing to communities and businesses, to protect jobs, support 

the most vulnerable and ensure no one is left behind as we continue to tackle the Covid-19 

pandemic and begin to build back better. 

The fund allows local authorities to put in place additional measures to create and promote a safe 

environment for local trade and tourism, particularly in high streets. 

  



The fund can be used to: 

 Boost the look and feel of high streets by investing in street planting, parks, green spaces, 

and seating areas to make high streets welcoming 

 Run publicity campaigns and prepare to hold events that will boost footfall and 

encourage people back into the high streets and thereby support local businesses 

 Install and refresh signage and floor markings to encourage social distancing and safety 

 Improve green spaces on high streets and town centres by planting flowers or removing 

graffiti 

Further information relating to the Welcome Back Fund is available on the Government website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/welcome-back-fund 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
Boston Borough Council’s plans for the fund allocation of £62,811 were submitted to MHCLG 

(Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government) on 28 May following consultation with 

Councillors through a Reserved Member Evening and with a range of stakeholders.  

The funding will create and promote a safe environment for local trade and tourism, following the 

devastating impact of the pandemic on our town centre. 

This funding will build on the Reopening High Street Safely Fund (RHSSF) and Boston’s Recovery 

Plan.  

MHCLG’s Welcome Back project team has reviewed and approved Boston’s proposals.  

This report requests approval to delegate authority to spend the fund allocation and deliver the 

interventions set out in Appendix A: Welcome Back Fund activity.  

Delegated authority to spend is requested for the Assistant Director of Economic Growth, in 

consultation with the Portfolio Holder - Economic Development and Planning. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Council will receive external funding for this programme of work.   
 
The Assistant Director for Economic Growth in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for 
Economic Development and Planning will ensure the funding is drawn down and spent in 
accordance with the priorities and recommendations identified and submitted in the Welcome 
Back activity form (Appendix A).  
 
They will ensure projects, services and improvements are delivered in a timely manner to aid 
recovery. 
 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/welcome-back-fund


LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 

None 

 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS  

None 

 

CONSULTATION 

The Welcome Back Fund builds on the previous work undertaken by Boston Borough Council 

through the funding provided from the Reopening the High Street Safely Fund (RHSS). 

Boston’s proposal for the Welcome Back Fund was submitted following consultation with 

Councillors on 10 May at a Reserved Member Evening.  

Consultation also was undertaken with local businesses, community groups and those who have 

expressed an interest in working collaboratively for the benefit of Boston’s communities and 

businesses, including: Visit Lincolnshire, Visit Lincoln, Active Lincolnshire, Boston College, Port of 

Boston, Transported Art Community Group. 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 

APPENDIX A Welcome Back Fund Activity Form 

APPENDIX B Briefing Paper 

APPENDIX C Welcome Back Fund Notification  

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

No background papers as defined in Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 were used 

in the production of this report. 

 

  



 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 

A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body.  

 

REPORT APPROVAL  

Report author: Lisa J Collins Name and full contact details 

Lisa Collins, Place Manager 

Lisa.JCollins@e-lindsey.gov.uk  

Signed off by: Lydia Rusling 

Assistant Director Economic Growth 

Lydia.Rusling@e-lindsey.gov.uk 

Approved for publication: Cllr Nigel Welton 
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